Rooibos Earth’s Essence: South Africa’s world-first twist on wine, beer, and cider

Rooibos Earth’s Essence is shaking up the liquor market in South Africa by creating the world’s first
naturally preserved range of wine, beer, and cider — crafted with rooibos and honeybush extracts
and now available exclusively at 25 Checkers LiquorShop stores across the Western Cape.

In 2010, after a long day in a Stellenbosch wine cellar, a simple cup of rooibos tea sparked a bold
idea - to use antioxidants from indigenous fynbos plants to replace sulphur as a synthetic
preservative in wine.

The breakthrough changed everything for founder and winemaker Trevor Strydom, owner of
Audacia Wines in Stellenbosch. The real work, he says, began in 2011 when he patented his
innovation to safeguard its unique process.

Over the past fourteen years, close collaboration with local industries, universities, and brewers has
refined the science, ensuring every product meets the highest standards of quality and consistency.

"From day one, the mission has been clear — to create a more natural way to preserve and enjoy
wine, beer and cider while celebrating South Africa’s indigenous plants,” says Trevor Strydom,

Founder of Earth’s Essence.

In 2022, Trevor met with a team from the Shoprite Group to explore ways to bring his range to a
wider audience. Recognising its potential, the retailer invited the brand to join its SMME supplier
network, providing mentorship, technical support, and valuable shelf space in one of South Africa’s
most competitive retail categories.

“We received crucial guidance on product listings, from brand packaging to consumer testing and
pricing, from the Checkers team. With their assistance, everything suddenly became possible.” -
Trevor Strydom, Founder of Earth’s Essence.

By mid-2024, the Rooibos Earth’s Essence range - including a naturally preserved wine, a 3.8% ABV
apple cider, and a 3.8% ABV beer - was ready for the shelves, marking the brand’s first significant
step into national retail.

"For a small start-up, finding a reliable route to market, gaining shelf space and visibility is without a
doubt the hardest step — and this partnership with Checkers has been a game changer," says
Trevor.

“It’s given us the credibility, visibility, and reach that a small brand could never achieve alone — and
it’s clear Checkers genuinely cares about our success,” he adds.

The next step, he says, is to grow awareness through tastings, social media, and collaborations —
helping health- and sustainability-minded consumers connect with the brand’s story and discover
something local, innovative, and better for them.

Rooibos Earth’s Essence wines are produced at Trevor’s 23-hectare wine farm in Stellenbosch which
produces in the region of 135 tons of grapes annually, and its 3.8% ABV beer and cider are brewed at

Darling Brewery.


https://www.checkers.co.za/product/earths-essence-liquors-rooibos-merlot-cabernet-sauvignon-red-blend-wine-bottle-750ml-10929166EA?srsltid=AfmBOoof6dZtoW9M5SKQXX45jS2qACjDWSTepDBrI1j5C-_feVUZYd77
https://www.checkers.co.za/product/earths-essence-liquors-rooibos-beer-bottle-340ml-10919111EA?srsltid=AfmBOopBMxLVgUVi6EiSFYrJib57vGs15ofLtN64YrX-Odg2vmZnQmAr
https://www.checkers.co.za/product/earths-essence-liquors-rooibos-cider-bottles-4-x-340ml-10919112PK1?srsltid=AfmBOopwkCAl5tgyFvMT2o2U9AKIYLgdMEoInzYxRE4xgXpjh-gfqq3L
https://www.shopriteholdings.co.za/suppliers/enterprise-supplier-development.html
https://www.shopriteholdings.co.za/suppliers/enterprise-supplier-development.html
https://www.checkers.co.za/product/earths-essence-liquors-rooibos-merlot-cabernet-sauvignon-red-blend-wine-bottle-750ml-10929166EA?srsltid=AfmBOoqQmQJrtWIpaIj-LOQYkCHvea7u5XFb6jhwq7uf6neu3j8L7Xo5
https://www.checkers.co.za/product/earths-essence-liquors-rooibos-cider-bottles-4-x-340ml-10919112PK1?srsltid=AfmBOoqRQlaCJtYlIgEuJQvWW_viB5eZudHxVt774906d30SM4DEg7NP
https://www.checkers.co.za/product/earths-essence-liquors-rooibos-beer-bottle-340ml-10919111EA?srsltid=AfmBOoq90xUpNol7irAYmH0HyiXJfuXELItIx4wLOB2wapMS6hjMycch
https://darlingbrew.co.za/

“Sustainability is the very foundation of everything we stand for,” enthuses Trevor. “By using fynbos
antioxidants, both naturally abundant and indigenous to South Africa, we support local farmers and
avoid synthetic additives or chemical preservatives.

Even the winemaking, cider fermenting, and brewing processes follow a minimal-intervention
approach, he adds. The goal is simple: to create products that are better for people, gentler on the
planet, and celebrate the incredible natural resources of the Cape.

"We believe what you drink should taste exceptional and make you feel good — naturally. No nasties.
No preservatives. Just bold flavour naturally preserved. Our dream is to see Earth’s Essence become
a globally recognised South African success story,” says Trevor.
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